
I think that I see standing before me the great QUEEN ESTHER. . . .  
O happy Princess, O second ESTHER! Even happier than QUEEN ESTHER,  

for we do not read that she had a son.
 

— PRAISE OF AMALIA VAN SOLMS AT HER SON’S BAPTISM, 1626
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ESTHER has delivered Israel from tyranny and cruelty:  
A woman alone has withstood armed men by fasting.

 
— JOHAN VAN BEVERWIJCK, OF THE EXCELLENCE OF THE FEMALE GENDER, 1643
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The Purim festival, still celebrated annually by the Jews, recalls the memory  
of that joy [of safe deliverance] and the honor of the QUEEN.  

Thus virtue lives, more durably in the memory of the descendants than in steel  
or marble that extends across centuries.

 
— PROLOGUE FROM JOHANNES SERWOUTERS’S PLAY ESTHER, OR THE DELIVERANCE OF THE JEWS, 1659
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ESTHER Mendes do Vale, an orphan from Amsterdam, begs your  
favor to accept her [entry] to the lots that will be taken out [of the bowls] on  

the second day of Purim in the year 5426.
 

— ESTHER MENDES DO VALE, 5426 [1666]
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