
 

 

 

THE JEWISH MUSEUM ANNOUNCES TRANSFORMATION OF 

HALF ITS PUBLIC SPACE TO BRING TO LIFE 4,000 YEARS OF 

JEWISH CULTURE THROUGH ART 

 
REIMAGINED THIRD AND FOURTH FLOORS OPEN IN FALL 2025, 

OFFERING NEW WAYS TO EXPERIENCE THE MUSEUM’S COLLECTIONS 

AND A NEW CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING   

 

New York, NY, May 21, 2024— The Jewish Museum announced today 

that it is embarking on a major reinvention of its third and fourth 

floors, transforming half of the Museum’s public space. Opening Fall 

2025, the project includes the renewal of the Museum’s education 

facilities on the fourth floor as a center for teaching and learning in 

gallery settings and their dynamic connection to the third floor, which 

will feature an innovative presentation of works from the collection 

that tell stories about the vibrancy and complexity of Jewish culture 

over more than 4,000 years. This project reflects a new vision that 

places teaching and learning at the center of the Museum’s activities 

and will build capacity for the Museum’s far-ranging exhibitions and 

public programs, presenting the work of artists and thinkers from 

diverse cultures worldwide to stimulate dialogue and promote 

understanding. 

 

The Jewish Museum is collaborating with the international firm 

UNStudio as design consultants to bring together two gallery floors 

devoted to telling stories that foster a more holistic vision where 

education is fully integrated into the visitor experience. 

 

“This major reimagining of the Museum will frame a new vision for the 

future as we think about the cultural, social, and civic responsibilities 

that arts institutions must embrace today. The reinstallation of our 

collection galleries will celebrate the unique traditions and rich 

diversity of Jewish culture across Jewish world history, while also 

examining this culture within a broader historical context and 

demonstrating global interconnectedness,” said James S. Snyder, Helen 

Goldsmith Menschel Director. “Together with our new teaching and 

learning galleries and studio and classroom spaces—which will offer 

students, families, and the public a robust educational environment—

our renewed Museum galleries will also serve as a beacon for the 

Jewish community and as a place to explore universal values.” 

 

Architectural enhancements on the fourth floor will include expanded 

public access through a light-filled open floor plan; space re-dedicated 

to gallery and public use; and new welcome areas for schools, families, 

and the public. A key feature will be a central display of over 150 

Hanukkah lamps drawn from the Museum’s renowned collection, the 



 

 

 

largest in the world with more than 1,000 examples, relating to the 

central meaning of light in Jewish life. This display will also serve as the 

core of connection between the Museum’s collections and its renewed 

educational facilities. 

 

New installations of art and objects from the Museum’s unique 

collection of nearly 30,000 works will reflect the global Jewish 

experience from the ancient world to its ongoing engagement with the 

contemporary world. 

 

Work on the third and fourth floors begins following the conclusion of 

the exhibition Scenes from the Collection on May 27, 2024. A capital 

campaign to support the project and related initiatives is underway, 

having already raised $16 million toward its goal of $30 million. 

 

About the Jewish Museum 

The Jewish Museum is an art museum committed to illuminating the 

complexity and vibrancy of Jewish culture for a global audience. 

Located on New York City’s famed Museum Mile, in the landmarked 

Warburg mansion, the Jewish Museum was the first institution of its 

kind in the United States and is one of the oldest Jewish museums in 

the world. The Museum offers diverse exhibitions and programs and 

maintains a unique collection of nearly 30,000 works of art, ceremonial 

objects, and media reflecting the global Jewish experience over more 

than 4,000 years. The public may call 212.423.3200 or visit 

TheJewishMuseum.org for more information. 

 

#            #            # 

 

Press contact:  

Daniela Stigh, dstigh@thejm.org or 212.423.3330 

Anne Scher, ascher@thejm.org or 212.423.3271 

 

http://thejewishmuseum.org/
mailto:dstigh@thejm.org
mailto:ascher@thejm.org

