
The Book of Esther in the Age of Rembrandt

The Jewish Museum: March 7, 2025 - August 10, 2025

Row 

Chec

klist 

#

Section Image Artist/Culture Title Date Medium Object Dim. Credit Line Owner/Lender

1 X

(Spitzer) 

Section 0: The 

Book of Esther 

in the Age of 

Rembrandt

Exh Intro Panel

2 X

(Spitzer) 

Section 0: The 

Book of Esther 

in the Age of 

Rembrandt

Global Map

3 X

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Wall Panel: The Story of Esther

4 X

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Section Intro: 

Rembrandt's Amsterdam

5 X

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Graphic Handouts with map of Amsterdam showing Rembrandt's 

neighborhood



6 37

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Salom Italia, 1619-

after 1655
Esther Scroll c. 1640's

Printed 

border, 

handwritten 

text, and ink 

on 

parchment

20.2 × 

250.4 cm

Gift of the 

Danzig 

Jewish 

Community

The Jewish 

Museum

7 2

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn

The Great Jewish 

Bride (PROBABLY 

ESTHER)

1635

Etching 

(fifth state), 

engraving 

and 

drypoint, on 

paper

21.9 x 16.8 

cm 

The Morgan 

Library & 

Museum

8 3

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn

The Great Jewish 

Bride (PROBABLY 

ESTHER)

1635

Etching; 

second 

state of five

Sheet: 21.8 x 

16.4 cm

The 

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art



9 5

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn

St. Catherine ('The 

Little Jewish Bride')
1638

Etching and 

touches of 

drypoint on 

paper

11.0 x 7.8 cm

The Morgan 

Library & 

Museum

10 6

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Aert de Gelder Esther 1665
oil on 

canvas
81.2 x 62 cm

Private 

Collection, 

London

Brentwood 

Holdings 

Assets Ltd.

11 10

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Jacob van der Ulft

Dam Square with 

New Town Hall 

under construction

1652-89
Oil on 

canvas

81 cm 

(height) x 

100 cm 

(width) 

Amsterdam 

Museum



13 12

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Adolf van der 

Laan

Gesigt van de 

Portugeese, en 

hoogduy se Ioden 

kerken tot 

Amsterdam /// 

View of the 

Portugese and 

German synagogues 

in Amsterdam

1710 Etching
62.2 x 102.2 

cm 

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary

14 14

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Romeyn de 

Hooghe, 1645-

1708

Etched by F. de 

Wit

Dedication of the 

Portuguese 

Synagogue 

(Congregation 

Talmud Torah)

1675 Etching
55.3 x 65.4 

cm 

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary



12 11

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Hugo de Groot 

[Hugo Grotius]

Remonstrantie 

nopende de ordre 

dije/ in de landen 

van Hollandt/ ende 

Westvrieslandt/ 

dijent gestelt op de 

Joden. 

Remonstrance

Concerning the 

Regulations to be 

Imposed upon the 

Jews in Holland

1615 Ink on paper
31.5 x 21.5 x 

1 cm 

ETS Haim 

Bibliotheek

15 16

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Menasseh ben 

Israel

Menasseh ben 

Israel’s Welcome 

Address, 1642 

Frontispiece, 1636, 

by Rembrandt van 

Rijn 

1642 Print book

11 × 7 3/4 in. 

(27.9 × 19.7 

cm)

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary

16 20

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Probably by Gerrit 

Pauw
Tazza (cup)

before 

1642
11.7 x 15 cm 

Portuguese 

Synagogue



17 21

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Probably by 

Barend van 

Milanen

Tazza (cup) 1657-60 Silver 10 x 14.8 cm 
Portuguese 

Synagogue

18 22

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Probably by 

Abraham Gallus I

German, active 

Netherlands, 

1599–before 1656

Tazza (cup) 1637 Silver
11.3 x 15.8 

cm 

Portuguese 

Synagogue

19 23

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Tazza (cup) 1640 Silver
12.7 x 14.8 

cm 

Portuguese 

Synagogue



20 24

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Salom Italia, 1619-

after 1655

Esther Scroll in Case 

and Box
1643

Printed 

border, 

handwritten 

text, and ink 

on 

parchment, 

with carved 

ivory roller

Scroll, 5 3/8 

× 109 in. 

(13.7 × 276.9 

cm), with 

carved ivory 

roller, 

height: 13½ 

in. (34.3 cm)

Purchase: 

The Jewish 

Museum

The Jewish 

Museum

21 25

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Joseph or Aron 

de Pinto 
Esther Scroll 1780

parchment, 

silk, silver

diameter 

3.5 cm 

height 22.5 

cm, rolled 

out to a 

maximum of 

60 cm 

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum

22 26

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

China, Kangxi, , 

Qing Dynasty, 

1662–1722

Mural plate showing 

the coat of arms of 

the de Pinto family

1695 Porcelain

height 3.5 

cm, 

diameter 

21.5 cm 

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum



23 28

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Jan Theunis 

Dextra (1759-1765)

Sabbath and festival 

lamp

18th 

century

Delft 

Faience

Height: 25 

in. (63.5 

cm); 

diameter: 19 

1/2 in. (49.3 

cm)

Dr. Joe and 

Mrs. Karen 

Levine

24 30

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

De Klaauw 

Factory, Delft
Marriage Plate

Early 18th 

century

Tin-glazed 

faience

1 1/4 × 9 

1/16 in. (3.2 

× 23 cm)

Purchase: 

Gift of H. 

Lawrence 

Herring 

Family

The Jewish 

Museum

(Currently on 

loan to NCMA)



25 34

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Dina Namias 

(owner), d. 1684
Order of Prayers

1626 

(prayerbo

ok)

1642 

(binding)

Amsterdam; 

binding: 

Hamburg or 

Amsterdam

Embroidere

d and 

sequined 

green silk 

velvet 

and silver 

cover

6 1/4 × 4 

1/8 in. (16 × 

10.4 cm)

Dr. Joe and 

Mrs. Karen 

Levine

27 38

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Benjamin Senior 

Godines

Esther Scroll (In 

Spanish)
1684

Ink on 

parchment, 

with 

wooden rod

9 

membranes, 

23.5 x 565.2 

cm

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary



26 36

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Raphael Montalto
Esther Scroll 

(Montalto Megillah)
1686

Ink on 

parchment 

and silk 

backing, 

with 

wooden and 

ivory roller

11 × 120 in. 

(27.9 × 

304.8 cm), 

with 

wooden and 

ivory roller, 

height: 18 

in. (45.7 cm)

New York 

Public Library, 

Spencer 

Collection

28 44

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Cornelis Janson 

van Ceulen II, 

1634-1715

Portrait of Minister 

Gualtherus Boudaan 

with Hebrew Bible

1665
Oil on 

canvas

 128 x 107 x 

4.5 cm  

including 

frame

  

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum

29 46

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Printed by 

Hillebrant 

Jacobsz. van 

Wouw 

(Dutch, 

1577–1622)

Bible or, the Entire 

Holy Scripture// 

Biblia; dat is; De 

gantsche H. 

Schrifture

1649 Print book

See design 

notes; 

Width of 

display 

while open: 

16 15/16”; 

overall 

height app. 

10"; depth: 

16 7/8”.

Harvard 

University - 

Divinity School 

LIbrary



30 49

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Unknown, Dutch

Crown of the Civic 

Guard // De croon 

der schuttery van de 

beroemde Coop-

stadt Amstelredam

Amsterda

m, 1628

Printed 

pamphlet, 

later bound 

with other 

pamphlets

When 

opened: 6 

1/2 x 12 1/2 

x 9 in.

New York 

Public Library

31

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

“I think that I see standing before me the great Queen Esther…O happy 

Princess, oh second Esther! Even happier than Queen Esther, for we do 

not read that she had a son. ”

– Praise of Amalia van Solms at her son’s baptism, 1626.

32 50

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Gerrit van 

Honthorst

Portrait of Elizabeth 

Stuart as Esther
ca. 1632

Oil on 

canvas
71 x 57 cm

Private 

Collection



33 51

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Gerrit van 

Honthorst

Portrait of a Woman 

(possibly Amalia van 

Solms as Esther)

1633 Oil on panel

29 3/8 x 23 

1/4 in.; 

74.6125 x 

59.055 cm

Gift of 

Stanley S. 

Wulc

Smith College 

Museum of Art

34 52

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Gerrit van 

Honthorst

Princess Elizabeth, 

Princess Royal, 

Abbess of 

Hervorden (Herford) 

(1618-1680)

1630-

1656
Oil on panel

737 x 591 

mm (29 x 23 

1/4 in)

National Trust, 

UK, Ashdown 

House



35 53

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Salom Italia
Esther Scroll with 

Green Silk
1640s

Printed and 

hand-

colored 

border, 

handwritten 

text, ink, 

and 

gouache on 

parchment 

and scroll, 

with carved 

ivory and 

silk roller

Scroll 

height: 

101mm (4 

in.)

Roller 

height: 

229mm (9 

in.)

Jewish 

Museum

36 54

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Philipp von Zesen

Frontispiece with 

the Maid of 

Holland, from the 

Belgian Lion

1660 Print book4 7/8 x 2 1/2 in. 
New York 

Public Library



37 89

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Dutch

Tiles with Scenes 

from the Old and 

New Testaments and 

the 

Apocrypha

1740-

1850

Tin-glazed 

earthenware 

with 

polychrome 

decoration

26 x 26 in.

Gift of Mrs. 

Francis P. 

Garvan, 1979

Philadelphia 

Museum of Art

38 90

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Fireback with Esther 

and Ahasuerus
1640-59 Cast Iron 103 x 82 cm 

Centraal 

Museum

40 91

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Fireback with Esther 

before Ahasuerus
1640-59 Cast Iron 83.5 x 61 cm 

Centraal 

Museum



73 18

(Kaplan) 

Section 1: 

Rembrandt's 

Amsterdam

Rembrandt van 

Rijn

Jews in the 

Synagogue
1648

Etching and 

drypoint on 

paper

7.1 x 12.9 cm
Morgan Library 

& Museum

41

(Hurst) Sub-

section: 

Rembrandt's 

Esther

“Esther, has delivered Israel from tyranny and cruelty: a woman alone has 

withstood armed men by fasting…and brought together the people of 

God, and set them on their feet.” - Johan van Beverwijck, Of the 

Excellence of the Female Gender, 1643

42 70

(Hurst) Sub-

section: 

Rembrandt's 

Esther

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn

A Jewish Heroine 

[probably Esther] 

from the Hebrew 

Bible

ca. 1632-

33

Oil on 

canvas

109.2 x 94.4 

cm

National 

Gallery of 

Canada



43

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther 

Section Intro: Imagining Queen Esther for Rembrandt and His Circle

44 55

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Esther Crowned by 

Ahasuerus
1564

Engraving; 

first state of 

four

Sheet: 11 

7/16 × 14 in. 

(29 × 35.6 

cm)

Plate: 8 1/16 

× 9 3/4 in. 

(20.4 × 24.7 

cm)

Gift of Harry 

Shaw 

Newman, 

1941

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art

45 56

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Mordecai 

Overhearing the 

Treason of Bigthan 

and Teresh

1564

Engraving; 

first state of 

three 

Sheet: 7 

15/16 × 9 

5/8 in. (20.1 

× 24.4 cm)

The Elisha 

Whittelsey 

Collection, 

The Elisha 

Whittelsey 

Fund, 1963

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art



46 57

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Ahasuerus 

Commissions to 

Destroy the Jewish 

People

1564

Engraving; 

first state of 

three 

Sheet: 11 

7/16 × 13 

3/4 in. (29.1 

× 35 cm)

Plate: 8 × 9 

3/4 in. 

(20.3 × 24.7 

cm)

Gift of Harry 

Shaw 

Newman, 

1941

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art

47 58

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Esther's Servants 

Telling Her of 

Mordecai's Refusal 

of the Raiment

1564

Engraving; 

first state of 

three

Sheet: 11 

7/16 × 13 

3/4 in. (29.1 

× 34.9 cm)

Plate: 8 1/16 

× 9 3/4 in. 

(20.4 × 24.8 

cm)

Gift of Harry 

Shaw 

Newman, 

1941

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art



48 59

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Esther before 

Ahasuerus, inviting 

him to a banquet

1564 Engraving
20 x 24.5 

cm

The British 

Museum

49 60

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Ahasuerus 

Consulting the Book 

of Chronicles

1564

Engraving; 

first state of 

three 

Sheet: 8 × 9 

3/4 in. 

(20.3 × 24.8 

cm)

The Elisha 

Whittelsey 

Collection, 

The Elisha 

Whittelsey 

Fund, 1958

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art

50 61

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Ahasuerus 

consulting Haman
1564 Engraving

20 x 24.5 

cm

The British 

Museum



51 62

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Esther accusing 

Haman at the 

banquet

1564 Engraving
20 x 24.5 

cm

The British 

Museum

52 64

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Hans Burgkmair 

the Elder, block 

cut by Jost de 

Negker

Three Jewish 

Heroines
1516-19 Woodcut

21.1 x 13.1 

cm

The British 

Museum

53 65

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Cologne, Germany
Tankard with Judith, 

Esther and Lucretia
1566

Stoneware, 

glaze, and 

engobe

21.5 x 7 x 10 

cm
Rijksmuseum



54 67

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Johannes van 

Noordt, c. 

1620–after 1676

The Toilet of Esther c. 1660 Oil on panel
105.5 x 78 

cm

Private 

Collection

55 69

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Gabriel Metsu
Woman Reading a 

Book by a Window

ca. 1653-

54
Oil on canvas

41 3/8 × 35 

¾ in. (105 × 

90.7 cm)

The Leiden 

Collection



56 74

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Studio of 

Salomon Koninck

Esther Reading the 

Royal Decree

mid-17th 

century, 

or later

Oil on 

cradled 

panel

31 5/8 x 23 

3/8 in. 

(80.3 x 59.4 

cm)

Gift of Mrs. 

George 

Khuner

NCMA

57 83.1

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Attributed to 

Ferdinand Bol

Remmbrandt and 

his Wife Saskia
c. 1638

Oil on 

canvas

154.0 x 

199.0 cm

Royal 

Collection 

Trust



58 87

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Geldorp Gortzius
Esther and 

Ahasuerus
1612 Oil on panel

56.5 x 72.4 

cm 

The Leiden 

Collection

59 85

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Frans Francken 

the Younger

Esther before 

Ahasuerus
1622 Oil on panel

75.2 x 112.7 

cm

Salomon Lilian 

(art dealer)



60 82

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Hendrick van 

Steenwijk the 

Younger

Esther and Mordecai 1616 Oil on panel 37 x 23.7 cm 
National 

Gallery of Art

61 171

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Philips Galle, 1537-

1612, after 

Maarten van 

Heemskerck, 1498-

1574

Esther Holding a 

Sceptre and an 

Open Book, from 

Exemplary 

Women from the 

Old and New 

Testament

ca. 1560 Engraving
21.5 x 24.5 

cm 

The British 

Museum



62 172

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Fred Wilson

Queen 

Esther/Harriet 

Tubman

1992
Ink on 

acetate

14 3/8 × 10 

3/4 in. (36.5 

× 27.3 cm)

Gift of the 

artist

The Jewish 

Museum

63 93

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Jan Bernard 

Barckhuysen 

(Flemish, c. 16

Lid of a snuff box, 

Esther before 

Ahaseurus

1700-

1725

Mother of 

pearl
5.5 x 7.5 cm 

Victoria and 

Albert Museum



64 95

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Hamburg, 

Germany
Purim Tray

17th 

century

Silver: 

repoussé, 

hammered, 

and 

engraved

18 1/2 × 22 

1/4 in. (47 × 

56.5 cm)

Gift of Dr. 

Harry G. 

Friedman

The Jewish 

Museum

65 144

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Tazza (cup)

height: 6 

3/4in. (17 

cm); 

diameter: 8 

1/8 in. (20.5 

cm)

Portuguese 

Synagogue

66 1

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Dutch Esther Scroll 1643

Ink on 

parchment, 

with a silver-

gilt roller

29 x 407 cm 

(parchment 

unrolled) 

Victoria and 

Albert Museum



67 68

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Flemish or Dutch 

Artist
Coffer 1613

Gold-tooled 

leather on 

wood; gilt 

brass; silk 

and metallic 

thread 

Overall: 18.7 

× 27 × 16.4 

cm

The 

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art

68 135

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

British

Cabinet with scenes 

from the Story of 

Esther

after 

1665

Wood, silk 

satin, metal 

threads, 

linen 

thread, 

seed pearls, 

mica, 

feathers, 

and printed 

paper

23.5 x 40.6 

x 28.6 cm

The 

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art



69 92

(Bloomberg) 

Section 2: 

Imagining 

Queen Esther

Dutch

Models for brackets 

of a book lock 

showing Mordecai 

before Esther 

and Esther before 

Ahasuerus

c. 1750-

75

Copper 

models

6.1 x 3.4 cm 

(both)
Rijksmuseum

70

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Section Intro: 

Esther's Feast: The Familiar and the Foreign in the Dutch Republic

39

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Above painting paired with sub-section panel rather than chat label: 

Rembrandt's Esther

72 134

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Aert de Gelder, 

1645-1727
Esther and Mordecai ca. 1685

Oil on 

canvas

59.7 x 143.5 

cm 
RISD Museum



74 7

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Aert de Gelder
The Banquet of 

Ahasuerus
1680s

Oil on 

canvas

114.3 x 142.2 

cm 

J. Paul Getty 

Museum

75 75

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Willem de Poorter

Mordecai Listening 

to the Conspiracy of 

Ahasuerus’s 

Chamberlains, 

Bigthan and Teresh

1629-48 Oil on panel
43.1 x 36.7 

cm 

Royal 

Collection 

Trust



76 77

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn, 1606-1669

The Triumph of 

Mordecai
ca. 1641

Etching and 

drypoint on 

paper

174 x 215 

mm (6 7/8 x 

8 1/2 in.) 

Morgan Library 

& Museum

77 79

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Lucas van Leyden, 

ca. 1489-1533

Triumph of 

Mordecai
1515

Engraving; 

first state

Sheet: 21.1 x 

29.4 cm

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art



78 80

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn

Daniel and Cyrus 

Before the Idol Bel 
1633 Oil on panel

23.5 × 30.2 

cm

J. Paul Getty 

Museum

79 81

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Aert de Gelder, 

1645-1727

Ahasuerus and 

Haman
c. 1682

Oil on 

canvas

138.5 x 116.8 

cm 

The Barber 

Institute of 

Fine Arts



81 96

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Jan Lievens The Feast of Esther ca. 1625
Oil on 

canvas

51 1/2 x 64 

1/2 in. 

(130.8 x 

163.8 cm)

Purchased 

with funds 

from the 

State of 

North 

Carolina

NCMA

82 97

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Attributed to Iran Sash
17th-18th 

century

Brocaded 

silk and 

metal-

wrapped 

thread

Textile: L. 

178 in. 

(452.1 cm)

W. 23 1/4 

in. (59.1 cm)

Rogers 

Fund, 1915

The 

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art



83 98

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Rembrandt van 

Rijn
Self-Portrait, Age 23 1629

Oil on oak 

panel

89.7 x 73.5 

cm (35 5/16 

x 28 15/16 

in.)

Isabella 

Stewart 

Gardner 

Museum

84 99

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Jan Lievens
Man in a Turban 

Facing Left

17th 

century

Etching 

(fourth 

state)

Plate: 6 3/8 

× 5 5/8 in. 

(16.2 × 14.3 

cm)

Sheet: 6 7/8 

× 6 1/8 in. 

(17.4 × 15.5 

cm)

Rogers 

Fund, 1970

The 

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art
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(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn

Bust of a Bearded 

Man with a Turban
1635

Etching on 

paper

15.5 x 13.4 

cm

The Morgan 

Library and 

Museum

86 71

S
c

ro
ll

 C
a

se
 1

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Salom Italia Esther Scroll
17th 

century

Printed 

border, 

handwritten 

text, and ink 

on 

parchment, 

with 

wooden 

roller

5 

membranes, 

31 columns, 

dimensions 

(leaf): 

13/15.6 x 

269 cm 

British Library



87 83

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Amsterdam Esther 

Scroll
ca. 1675

Sepia ink on 

parchment

5 

membranes, 

1 

benediction 

panel + 13 

text column, 

27.6 x 227 

cm

Braginsky 

Collection

88 102

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Esther Scroll 
17th 

century

Parchment 

scroll with 

wooden 

roller 

8 

membranes, 

14 columns, 

dimensions 

(leaf): 47 x 

380 cm, and 

the height of 

the roller is 

50.5 cm 

British Library



89 103

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Abraham de 

Chaves

Esther scroll with 

benediction sheet
1687

handwritten 

sepia ink on 

parchmen

7 3/4 × 70 

5/8 in. (19.8 × 

179.5 cm) for 

the Esther 

Scroll, need 

to confirm 

dimensions 

that include 

the page with 

accompanyin

g blessings 

Private 

Collector

90 104

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Salom Italia Esther Scroll c. 1641

Printed 

border, 

handwritten 

text, and ink 

on 

parchment

3 5/8 × 84 

1/4 in. (9.3 

× 214 cm)

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum

91 105

S
c

ro
ll

 C
a

se
 2

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Salom Italia
Engraved Esther 

Scroll
1647

Copperplate 

print likely 

on 

parchment 

(without 

case), with 

wooden 

roller

Scroll 

length: 

4928mm

Scroll width: 

286mm

Roller 

height: 

368mm

Jewish 

Museum



92 132

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Sepia Scroll

Length 6 

3/4" x 39"  

(when the 

scroll is 

open, this is 

only for the 

parchment 

scroll 

section, 

with 

wooden 

rod, length 

15" 

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary

93 137

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Salom Italia Esther Scroll ca. 1641

Printed 

border, 

handwritten 

text, and ink 

on 

parchment

5 × 97 in. 

(12.6 × 

246.5 cm) 

Braginsky 

Collection



94 72

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Salom Italia Esther Scroll 1650

Black ink on parchment

12.8 x 177.3 

cm 

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum

95 107

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Attributed to 

Jacob Gerritsz. 

van Hasselt

The Wedding Meal 

of Grietje 

Hermans van Hasselt 

(1613/14–

1668) and Jochum 

Berntsen 

van Haecken (born 

in 1603/4)

1636
Oil on 

canvas

102.1 x 135.5 

cm 

Centraal 

Museum



96 109

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Pieter Lastman

Haman Begging the 

Mercy of Esther 

(Esther 7:6-7)

1618 or 

1619

Oil on wood 

panel
52 x 78 cm 

National 

Museum

97 118

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Esaias van de 

Velde

An Elegant Company 

in a Garden
1614

Oil on 

canvas

52.1 x 85.7 

cm 

Gift of Rose-

Marie and 

Eijk van 

Otterloo, in 

support of 

the Center 

for 

Netherlandi

sh Art

Museum of 

Fine Arts
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(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Richard Houston, 

1721/22-1775, 

after Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van 

Rijn, 1606-1669

Haman’s 

Condemnation
1775 Mezzotint

52.4 x 36.8 

cm (plate: 

50.5 x 35.6 

cm)

Metropolitan 

Museum of Art

99 113

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Attributed to 

Ferdinand Bol, 

1616-1680

Banquet of Esther: 

Esther 7:1-8

17th 

century

Quill and 

reed pens 

and dark 

brown ink, 

brown 

wash, on 

laid paper; 

correction 

in opaque 

white; 

framing line 

in brown ink

18.7 x 24.7 

cm 

Morgan Library 

& Museum



100 114

(Heller) Section 

3: Esther's 

Feast

Jan Victors
Esther Accusing 

Haman
1651

Oil on 

canvas

164.8 x 

182.2 cm 

Bob Jones 

University 

Museum and 

Gallery

103

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Section Intro Panel:

Performing the Book of Esther in Rembrandt’s Time

104

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Graphic quote: 

“The Purim festival, still celebrated annually by the Jews, recalls the 

memory of that joy and the honor of the Queen. Thus virtue lives, more 

durably in the memory of the descendants than in the steel or marble 

which can extend across centuries.” - Johannes Serwouters, Esther, or 

the Deliverance of the Jews , 1659



105 92.1

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Attributed to 

Frans Francken 

the Younger (1581-

1642)

Cabinet with Scenes 

from the Book of 

Esther

circa 

1620

Wooden 

cabinet with 

painted 

panels

56 x 28 1/8 

x 18 1/2 

inches

Private 

Collection

101 140

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Caspar Jacobsz. 

Philips

Dutch, 1732–1789

After Pieter 

Wagenaar Jr.

Probably Dutch, 

1747–1808

Masked ball, on the 

occasion of 

the Jewish Purim 

festival

1781-91 Engraving 
18.9 x 25.2 

cm

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary



102 143

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Balthasar 

Bernaerts, active 

1710-1737, after 

Louis Fabritius 

Dubourg, 1693-

1776

The Festival of 

Purim // La Fête de 

Purim

1737
Copper 

engraving 

33.4 x 43.4 

cm, 

including 

frame 43 x 

53 cm 

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum

106 40

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Isaac Tyrnau

Customs Book 

(Sefer Minhogim) 

translated by 

Shimon Levi 

Ginsburg

1662 

Edition, 

Amsterda

m

Print book

L 7 1/8" x W 

5 5/8" x 

thickness 

2/3" when 

book is 

opened, 

space 

needed: L 7 

1/8" x W 11 

1/2" H 9'

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary



107 42

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Johannes 

Leusden (Author), 

1624-1699     

Johannes van den 

Aveele 

(engraver)

Dutch, died 1727

Jewish Rites, from 

Mixed Hebrew 

Philologist 

(Philologus Hebraeo-

Mixtus)

1682 Print book

L 8 1/8” x W 

6 ½” x 

thickness 1 

½” – when 

book is 

opened the 

space 

needed: L 8 

1/8” x W 14” 

x H 8”

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary

80 39

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Ceremonies of the 

Festival of Purim
1650

Copper 

engraving

33.1 x 45 

cm, 

including 

frame 43 x 

53 cm 

Joods 

Historisch 

Museum



108 115

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

 

Salomon Savery
Stage of the new 

Amsterdam Theater
1658 Engraving

51.5 x 73.3 

cm 
Rijksmuseum

109 119

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Pieter van den 

Berge, after 

Gerard de 

Lairesse, 1641-1711

Esther and Haman 

before King 

Ahasuerus

c. 1694-

1737
Etching 51 x 59.5 cm Rijksmuseum



110 116

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

 

Jan Steen
The Wrath of 

Ahasuerus

ca. 1668-

70

Oil on 

canvas

81.2 x 98.5 

cm

Museum 

Bredius

111 120

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

 

Jan Steen
Esther, Ahasuerus, 

and Haman
ca. 1668

Oil on 

canvas
70 x 93 cm

The Cleveland 

Museum of Art



112 121

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

 

Jan Steen
The Wrath of 

Ahasuerus
ca. 1670

Oil on 

canvas
129 x 167 cm 

The Barber 

Institute of 

Fine Arts

113 122

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Jacobus Revius

"Haman: A Tragedy," 

from Songs 

and Poems from 

Overijssel; Over-

Ysselsche sangen en 

dichten

1634 Print book

OPEN

9 7/8” W x 7 

½” L x 4” H                                                                 

CLOSED

5 7/8” W x 7 

½” H x 1 ¼” 

D*

*The book is 

slightly 

thicker at 

the spine (1 

¼”) than at 

the fore 

edge (1 1/8”)

National 

Gallery of Art



114 123

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Dutch

Cast list for 

Johannes 

Serwouters’s 

Esther, or the 

Deliverance of 

the Jews, at the 

Amsterdam 

Schouwburg

1658-59
Bound 

manuscript

Open dims: 

17 w × 13 l 

(will be 

hinged 

slightly open 

- see photo 

in design 

notes)

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam 

(Amsterdam 

City Archives)

115 124

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Nicolaas Fonteyn

Esther, or the 

Picture of 

Obedience // 

Esther ofte ‘t Beeldt 

der 

ghehoorsaamheid

1638 Print book

closed book 

height is 19 

cm, width is 

12 cm; 

opened 

book width 

is 24.5 cm 

University of 

Leiden Library



116 125

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Nehemia 

Publicola 

(Johannes de 

Saef)

Mordechai,or the 

Christian 

Patriot// Mardachai 

ofte Christelijcken 

patriot

1630 Print book

7 3/8 × 5 ¾ 

in. (18.8 × 

14.7 cm) 

(not 

necessarily 

open, can 

get more 

information 

if needed) 

University of 

Leiden Library

117 126

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

David Franco 

Mendes, 1713-

1792, after Jacob 

Raphael Saraval, 

1707-1782

Hebrew translation 

of the libretto from 

Oratio Esther

circa 

1780
Paper

24.3 x 19 x 1 

cm 

ETS Haim 

Bibliotheek



118 128

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Isaac Cohen de 

Lara

Famous Play 

(Comedia famosa) 

on 

Haman and 

Mordecai

1698 Print book

L 6 ½”x W 

4” x 

thickness 

¾” – when 

the book is 

opened: the 

space 

needed is L 

6 ½” x 8 ¼” 

x H 6”

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary

119 129

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Famous Play 

(Comedia famosa) 

on 

the Deeds of Jacob 

and Esau,

1699, 

Delft
Print book

Length 6 

1/8" x width 

4" x 

thickness 

2/3" when 

this book is 

opened, the 

space 

needed: L 6 

1/8" x W 8" 

height 5"

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary
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(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

 

Isaac de Matatiah 

Aboab, c. 1631-

1707

Harassed but Happy 

Manuscript
1685-86

Paper with 

gold-tooled 

leather 

binding 

stamped on 

front

20.5 x16.5 x 

4.5 cm 

ETS Haim 

Bibliotheek

121 138

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Purim Poem 

(Simchat Purim)
1650

Engraving in 

printed 

book

Length 6 

3/4" x width 

4 3/8" x 

thickness 

3/8" when 

this book is 

opened, the 

space 

needed: L6 

3/4" W 8" x 

height 7" 

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary



122 149

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Two Purim parodies 1690 Paper
17.5 x 13.5 x 

2.5 cm 

ETS Haim 

Bibliotheek

123 149

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Purim Parodies 1698

Manuscript 

with printed 

illustrations, 

27 leaves

L 7” x W 5” x 

thickness 

½”  -- when 

the book is 

opened the 

space 

needed: L 7” 

x W 9” x H 

6”

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary



124 150

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Abraham da Costa Abendana (copier)

Purim Parody (Who 

Is Like You: A 

Parody)

1700

Handwritten 

title page 

and print on 

paper 

16 x 12 x 1 

cm

ETS Haim 

Bibliotheek

125 152

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Levi ben Gershom

Abstracts from 

Concealed scroll 

(Megilat Setarim) , 

Purim parodies

1673

Paper 

bound 

together 

with two 

other 

parodies

21 x 16.5 x 3 

cm 

ETS Haim 

Bibliotheek



126 156

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Scroll of Esther with 

engraved borders 

and hand-lettering

18th 

century 

Brown ink 

on 

parchment 

3 

membranes, 

19.5 x 141 

cm 

Jewish 

Theological 

Seminary

127 157

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Augsburg 

(Germany)
Purim Cup c. 1690

Silver: 

engraved 

and parcel-

gilt

Height: 2 

3/16 in (5.6 

cm); 

Diameter: 1 

15/16 in. 

(4.9 cm)

Gift of 

Richard 

Scheuer

The Jewish 

Museum

128 158

(Offit) Section 

4: 

Theater/Perfor

ming the Book 

of Esther

Kalonymus ben 

Kalonymus

Massekhet Purim 

(Tractate Purim)
1752

Paper, gold-

tooled red 

morocco 

binding

13 leaves, 

13.3 x 8.5 

cm 

Braginsky 

Collection



129

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Sub-section panel: 

Dowries, Lotteries, and Purim in the Dutch Republic

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater Sky Quote Text: “Esther Mendes del Valhe, orphan from Amsterdam, 

requests and supplicates you to give her the favor to accept her to the 

lots that will be taken out [from the bowls] on the second day of Purim in 

the year 5426…-Esther Mendes del Valhe, 5426 [1666]

QR Code will link to translations of the lottery petitions.

130 161

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Southern Europe

Tebah cover (Dotar 

Society 

lectern cover for the 

Portuguese 

Synagogue)

17th 

Century

Embroidered silk, silk velvet, metal thread, and woo

67 3/8 × 92 

1/2 in. (171 × 

235 cm)

Collection of 

the Cultural 

Heritage 

Foundation of 

the 

Portuguese 

Israelite 

Community 

(CEPIG), 

Amsterdam

131 162

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater 

Dotar Petition, Clara 

Almeida

5427 

(1666?)
Ink on paper 6 x 6"

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam

132 163

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Dotar petition, 1667, 

and notice of 

marriage of Clara 

Almeida 

5433 

(1673)
Ink on paper

6.5" w x 

9.25" h

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam



133 164

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Dotar application 

ofEsther da Fonseca
1668 Ink on paper

6.25" w x 8" 

h

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam

134 165

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Dotar Petition, 

Esther Mendes do 

Vale

5427 

(1666)
Ink on paper

4" h x  6.5" 

w

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam

135 166

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Dotar Petition, 

Esther, orphan of 

Benjamin Pretto

5427 

(1666?)
Ink on paper

4" h x 6.25" 

w

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam

136 167

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater

Dotar petitions of 

Esther Pretta, 

the orphaned 

daughter of 

Benjamin 

Pretto

Undated 

and 1669
Ink on paper 7.5" w x 6" h

Stadsarchief 

Amsterdam

137 169

(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater 

  Engelbart Joosten Sr.

Dotar lottery bowl 

(one of a set)
1763

8 ½× 11 5/8 

× 7 5/8 in. 

(21.5 × 29.6 

× 19.3 cm) 

Dotar Society 

c/o Jaap 

Sondervan
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(Offit) Sub-

Section 4: 

Theater 

Lottery list (Pauta) 

with the names 

of eligible dowry 

candidates of the 

Dotar society, 1 Adar 

5376

1616 Ink on paper

Dotar Society 

c/o Jaap 

Sondervan


